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This spring once again brought up the issue on migration and human rights,

Italy (read the statement in this issue of ESW). Migration has always been p
of societies and not always caused problems, it is a global issue influenced
political, financial and human instability and imbalance. These years we
experience a global push and pull factor, where migrants becomes the
innocent victims, some countries feels helpless left alone with major migrant
problems, while the international institutions (for Europe the EU and the CoE
needs to stand up and take a joint responsibigjty approach migrants, those
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dignity, support and justice, rather than building up national or regional legal
fortresses.

IFSW Europe as part of ENSACT made a statement on the legal developmei;[ in
r

Internally for IFSW Europe it is time to celebrate, as we recently have
succeeded with two major visions: 1) We obtained a legal status, we are now
registered as a legal body, IFSW Europe e.V., at the German Court in Berlin,
legal status gives us new passes and opportunities for action and cooperatio
2) We were accepted as fully members of Social Platform (read more in this
issue of ESW), giving us more tools and partners to fight poverty and social
exclusion as well as to develop and promote social work.

2010 is named the European Year Against Poverty, supported by the Europe
Union and the Council of Europe. IFSW Europe and member countries are
invited to take part, to consider actions nationally and regionally. Social
Platform (and IFSW Europe) is at EU level challenging The Swedish Preside
of EU to ensure that the conclusions of tHr@und table on poverty shall
generate clear objectives supported by civil society and that the December

European Council adopt conclusions based on the results of the Round table.

In April this year more than 700 participants met in Croatia for the European
Conference 2009{ 2 OA It | OGA2Y Ay 9dz2NBLISY R
OK I f f SFSH &siokeDf the prime organizers of thigdint ENSACT
Conference can now look back at a successful event, where IFSW and the d
practice of social workers across Europe was tabled in the exchanges and
dialogues with fellow social workers and other actors in the social work field,
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mainly representing our partners in ENSACT [ENSACT = European Network for Social ACTion]. You car
summaries from some of the presentations/discussiong\atv.ensact.eu

Ahead of this event Delegates from 20 member countgie§which one was represented by a praxgnet to
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for the coming year. Thanks to the Delegates for your involvement in developing the future steps of IFSW
Europe in a very participatory and proactive way, expressed through high involvement and specific prom
support the work of IFSW Europe and the Executive Committee in the next period. A support from memb

organisations, which is highly needed, as the Executive Committee is leading the work on a voluntary bag

aiming at fulfilling the agreed 2068010 work programme. In general | noted a very good atmosphere in th
meeting, with very positive support to the major issues tabled for the coming petibd legal status, the

Social Platform membership, the project on standards in social work and the ongoing communication wit
members. New potential members joined us as observers, Serbia and Kosovo, who | hope we can welc
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new members in the coming period. Following the Delegate Meeting, we also welcomed an application f@r

membership from Belgium.

The Delegates raised the challenge which has met social workers across Europe following the present egenomic

crisis. Reflecting on the facts that a number of social workers are closely affected by the crisis, some dir

tly

themselves or through relatives, and many through there work, where the conditions for social workers apd

clients are worsened. How for IFSW Europe to approach this, how to support these social workers and t

of their national organisations? Three immediate approaches:

We must share national or regional experiences on how member organisations are handling differently d
the economic crisis. Share the stories by informing the Executive Committee, and eventually by publi
it in the ESW or the IFSW Europe blog.

We will work closely with Social Platform in their approach on this issue towards the EU institutions, the

Commission and the Swedish presidency, raising the social responses towards the present economi¢

recession. Social Platform states tlia¢ impact of the crisis is indeed fiaraching and requires an
integrated social and economic package of solutions. The current crisis should provide an impetus fo
correcting the social deficit in policymaking and should yield a newli&isin strategy, where social,
environmental and development issues are prioritized.

The Spring Alliance has brought social civil society organisations, together with European trade unions, V
environmental and development organisations have joined force to prepare a proposal for a revised
strategy that would put people and planet first. The first result is a Spring Alliance Manifesto, which |
recommend you to support, many supporters will form a civil society front so united and diverse that i
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links at the Social Platform websitép://www.socialplatform.org/News.asp?news=22094
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Nicolai Paulsen

IFSW Regional President for Europe

E-mail: vpeur@ifsw.org

Cell phone: + 45 23 33 52 94

Web:www.ifsw.org
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We are a member of the...

soclalplatform

After having so many years an observer status we are now since
the 26th of April 2006 member of the Social Platform. The
information was emailed at our Delegates Meeting in Croatia.

Under the condition that we will become a legal body it was

possible to apply for membership. So we did both, applying for
registration at the court of Berlin and at the same time sending
our application form to fAsoci a

Why is the membership so important for us? Social Platform is an
umbrella organisation for social NGOs. At the moment 42
associations are in social platform. These are e.g. welfare
organisations, ICSW, user Organisations, employer organisations.
Some of them have their offices in Brussels. We have now the
possibility to get easier access to the EU information and politics
and if necessary we can act together. Due to our membership
IFSW Europe e.V. will become much stronger and more be seen.
It is a big chance for us and a great challenge.

The membership will create a lot of more work for the executive
and the permanent committee. We have to look how we can
handle and structure it. The executive will discuss about this item
at the next meeting in autumn.

Nicolai attended the 11h of June the steering committee meeting
of Social Platform and introduced us. We were welcomed and
they have a lot of expectations on us.

In the future we will inform you in the ESW about the work in
Brussels and if there is anything urgent we will do it immediately.

Barbara Molderings
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DELEGATES MEETING 2009: PARTICIPANTS

ARMENIA : Mira Antonyan

AUSTRIA : George Dimitz and Andrea Tenkwalder Egger

BULGARIA : Herbert Paulishin

CROATI A : Otefica Karabii, Lovorka Pandur

DENMARK : Henrik Egelund Nielson, Benny Andersen, Birthe Bille Hansen & Kaj Skov
Frederiksen, Ulrik Frederiksen, Bodil Otto and Per Stgve

FINLAND : Kristiina Koskiluoma and Paivi Makinen

FRANCE : Marie Genevieve Mounier, Didier Dubasque, Marie Andrée Sadot and Christine
Windstrup

GERMANY : Gabrielle Stark-Angermeier
IRELAND : John Brennan

ISRAEL : Brian Auslender

KOSOVO : Hamdi A Boja

MALTA : Rosalyn Vella

NORWAY : Mimmi Kvisvik and Kjetil Ostling
PORTUGAL : Graca André and Graca Rafael
RUSSIA : Anna Egorava

SERBIA : Tasic Miodrag

SPAIN : Rosa Maria Ferrer and Ana Lima

SWEDEN : Ivonne Ahlstrom, Titti Frankel, Camilla Ring and Annica Skoglund
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DELEGATES MEETING 2009: PARTICIPANTS

SWITZERLAND : Klaus Kuhne

TURKEY : Hakan Acar, Murat Altuggil, Hakan
Duyan and Hakan Sahinkol

UK : Ronnie Barnes, lan Johnston, Marjut Kosonen and Ruth Stark
GLOBAL : David Jones, Tom Johannesen and René Schegg

EXECUTIVE : Anthea Agius, Tatjana Katkic Stanic, Siobhan Maclean, Cristina Martins,
Barbara Molderings and Nicolai Paulsen
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